
Dear Friends and Colleagues,

As businesses around the country consider how to proceed with plans for partial and staggered 
reopenings, we understand that they are feeling a deep sense of responsibility and trepidation.

Directives for opening are, of course, on a state-by-state and city-by-city basis. In the meantime, we 
have spoken with numerous recording studio owners, engineers and others around the country. Based on 
their suggested protocols, we’ve compiled a list of potential safety measures.

The Producers & Engineers Wing®, like its membership, is resilient. The Wing has been a resource for the 
recording community for nearly 20 years, and will continue its work with you long after this crisis has 
passed. We hope this information is helpful, and wish you and your loved ones good health and safety as 
we navigate this crisis.

Knowledge about the COVID-19 pandemic is constantly evolving, and, as always, we are open to, and 
grateful for, comments and suggestions from others in our recording community, so please feel free to 
contact us at pe.wing@recordingacademy.com.

In addition to the guidelines below, we suggest you regularly consult national, state and local 
government agency guidance, including from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The 
CDC’s guidance for businesses and employers is available at: www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
community/organizations/businesses-employers.html.

As this situation evolves we welcome your feedback so please stay in touch.

Be well,

Maureen Droney

Sr. Managing Director, Producers & Engineers Wing – Recording Technology
www.producersandengineers.com

CONSIDERATIONS FOR RECORDING  
STUDIOS AS THEY REOPEN

As a disclaimer, the considerations listed here are not intended to be, and shall not be construed to be, legal or medical advice or an offer to 
provide legal services. But in these uncertain times, this list, provided by thoughtful people whose lives revolve around working in studios, 
encompass some strategies that may minimize the risk of infection during recording sessions. 

This list is intended to provide a general overview of matters to consider, and relates to a novel and rapidly-changing situation, in which the 
law is just beginning to develop, and interpretations and practices are likely to change over time. Neither the Recording Academy® nor its 
counsel or medical advisors have undertaken to provide updates to the information set forth below. Readers are encouraged to consult with 
their own counsel before taking any actions.

www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/businesses-employers.html
www.producersandengineers.com


1. Evaluate rooms in the studio facility and make necessary 
adjustments to ensure social distancing (a minimum of six feet). 
In areas such as hallways where six feet of distance is not 
possible, stagger the use of the spaces to keep distance. Do 
not congregate in hallways, elevators or other spaces. 

2. Until further notice, consider requiring individuals to wear cloth 
face coverings while inside the entire facility; in some parts of 
the country, face coverings may be required by law in outdoor 
areas as well. Ask clients to bring their own face coverings 
or masks, but consider having additional disposable masks, 
washable face coverings and disposable gloves on hand.

3. Have vocals or any instruments that cannot be performed with 
face coverings take place in an isolation room or an otherwise 
empty studio. No vocals in the control room if there are other 
people, including engineers and producers, in the control room.

4. Consider limiting studio access to essential personnel or, at 
minimum, limit the number of visitors. Limit the number of 
people allowed in the control room and/or performance spaces 
so that people can be at least six feet apart.

5. Consider having clients and engineers sign in electronically 
upon arrival each day. You may choose to require clients, 
engineers and others to have their temperature taken with 
an infrared thermometer upon entry to the facility. Either in 
combination with taking temperatures or as an alternative, 
consider whether to require a simple questionnaire/self-
declaration with date working at studio, information on any 
recent travel, contacts and symptoms. This can be done online 
from the person’s home earlier in the day of the session using 
an app so it is touchless at the studio, or on a tablet that can be 
cleaned between visitors. Payment should be as touchless as 
possible as well.

6. Send a copy of your COVID-19 related protocols to clients in 
advance of their session and post in various areas around the 
studio as reminders.

7. If your building has elevators, limit the number of people who 
are allowed to use the elevators at once and consider requiring 
face coverings in elevators. Consider whether there is a way to 
limit touching surfaces (e.g., buttons) in elevators and whether 
to require people to use tissues or gloves to do so.

8. Consider disinfecting footwear, or providing over-the-shoe 
booties for those entering the studio. Hands should be washed 
with soap and water for at least 20 seconds upon arrival 
and frequently throughout the day. Post proper handwashing 
reminders in bathrooms and other areas. 

9. The facility’s engineers should wear facial coverings at all 
times and gloves whenever they need to enter a performance 
space. There may be times when an engineer briefly needs to 
be within six feet of a performer, so it is imperative that facial 
coverings are worn by all. Consider acrylic face shields when it 
is necessary to be within six feet of another person.

10. Routinely clean and disinfect all frequently touched surfaces, 
such as workstations, countertops, handrails, and doorknobs. 
Designate a staff person to be in charge of this and consider 
posting the schedule of cleanings so all are aware. Have 
sufficient cleaning and disinfecting supplies available. Regularly 
disinfect all surfaces after all sessions: consoles, workstations, 

gear, seating, restrooms, offices, door handles and push panels, 
etc. When cleaning/disinfecting, use appropriate products 
based on guidelines by the CDC and Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA).

 See the CDC guide to cleaning and disinfection here: 
 www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/pdf/

Reopening_America_Guidance.pdf

 See the Environmental Protection Agency’s list of disinfectants 
effective on COVID-19 starting on page 12, here:  www.epa.
gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-
sars-cov-2

11. Microphones should be monitored and cleaned before and 
after all sessions. Consider requesting that musicians and 
vocalists bring their own personal pop filters and sanitize them 
themselves. Isopropyl alcohol is recommended for cleaning 
(see link to Sennheiser cleaning recommendations below and 
remember alcohol is highly flammable!)

12. Provide tissues, paper towels, no-touch trash cans, and hand 
sanitizer (recommend at least 60% alcohol) in bathrooms. 
Request clients and staff to wipe down counters, faucet 
handles, toilet seats, and handles with sanitizer after use. 

13. Provide visible hand sanitizer in various other parts of the 
facility, including control rooms, studios, bathrooms, kitchen, etc. 

14. If possible, request that musicians and vocalists bring their  
own personal headphones with ¼-inch jacks and sanitize  
them themselves.

15. Consider no food or drink to be served by the studio and no 
runners for food or anything else available until further notice. 
Ask clients to bring their own coffee, water (bottles refillable 
at studio) or other beverages and food. Meals may also be 
ordered by delivery using apps of their choice with a “text or 
call upon arrival” and a pickup outside, if possible, wipe down 
articles with disinfectant before bringing them inside. Consider 
kitchens being “one in and one out” to maintain social distance.

16. If possible, if there will be more than one session happening  
at a time, consider separate entrances and bathrooms for  
each session.

17. Consider HVAC filter cleaning and replacement. 

18. At some studios, it has already been standard practice to 
clean and sanitize microphones and other equipment with high 
powered UV light wands after each use. Others have UV filters 
on air conditioning. To date, UV light has not been proven to 
specifically kill the COVID-19 virus, however it is used in some 
hospitals for general disinfecting and is being tested elsewhere. 
UV light wands, etc., must be used with great care. More info 
here: insights.regencylighting.com/can-uv-light-kill-viruses-
like-covid-19

19. Consider remote work stations with staff at “safer at home” 
locations where practical to facilitate some services: editing, 
cleaning, mixing, bouncing stems, etc. 

20. Shift staff and/or session schedules where possible to 
maximize social distancing.

SAFE STUDIO CONSIDERATIONS

www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/pdf/Reopening_America_Guidance.pdf
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Special appreciation to David Messier, Same Sky Studios, Austin; 
and Leslie Richter, engineer, Nashville, for instigating this project, 
and many thanks also to everyone else who contributed thoughts 
and suggestions to this list: 

Ivan Barias, Songwriter, Producer, Engineer, Philadelphia  
(Current P&E Wing Co-Chair)

Ann Mincieli, Engineer, Owner, Jungle City Studios, New York 
(Current P&E Wing Co-Chair)

Michael Abbott, All Ears Productions, Head Audio Coordinator/
GRAMMY Awards®, Oak Park, California

David Angress, Portland, Oregon

Maria Alysa Ayerbe, Producer/Engineer, Miami

Jeff Balding, Producer/Engineer, Nashville 

Jeff Barnes, Record Plant, Hollywood

Adam Beilenson and Michael Kerns, Paramount Studios,  
Los Angeles

Clay Blair, Boulevard Recording, Hollywood

Buddy Brundo, Conway Studios, Hollywood

Faryal Ganjehei, Henson Recording Studios, Hollywood

Troy Germano, Germano Studios, The Hit Factory, New York

Jeff Greenberg and Tina Morris, The Village Studios,  
West Los Angeles

Leslie Ann Jones, Skywalker Sound, Marin County, California

Robert Koszela, Iron Mountain Entertainment Services

Patrick Kraus, UMG Studios

Emily Lazar, Mastering/Mix Engineer, Owner The Lodge, New York

Phil MacConnell, Sunset Sound Recorders, Hollywood

EveAnna Manley, Manley Labs, Chico, California

Chris and Yoli Mara, Welcome to 1979 Studios, Nashville

Manny Marroquin, Larrabee Studios, North Hollywood

John McBride, Blackbird Studios, Nashville

Pat McMakin, Ocean Way, Nashville

Piper Payne, Mastering Engineer, Oakland and Nashville

Paula Salvatore, Capitol Studios, Hollywood

Ellis Sorkin, Studio Referral Services, Los Angeles

Candace Stewart, East West Studios, Hollywood

Zoe Thrall, Studio at the Palms, Las Vegas

Please also see these helpful COVID-19-related documents from 
Sennheiser on microphone cleaning: en-us.sennheiser.com/
microphone-hygiene and from NAMM and NFHS, NAfME, and the 
NAMM Foundation on instrument cleaning: www.nfhs.org/articles/
covid-19-instrument-cleaning-guidelines/
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SOCIAL DISTANCING
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