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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Hit Music Producer Chris “C-Rod” Rodriguez Streamlines His Workflow with Focusrite Red 8Pre 
Working increasingly in different spaces and environments, Rodriguez realized he wasn’t using consoles as much, and the Red 8Pre has proven to be an invaluable tool as he makes records in the box
InfoComm, Orlando, FL, June 14, 2017 – Chris “C-Rod” Rodriguez is among the top producers and remixers working today, with credits ranging from Latin artists Celia Cruz, Ricky Martin and Jennifer Lopez to a string of recent smash successes in EDM and dance music (Lady Gaga, Pet Shop Boys), and everything in between. Coming up in the melting pot of the vibrant Miami music scene, his talents range across genres and traditions, which has served his career well. Recently a series of events came together (“like destiny,” he remarks) to help him streamline and modernize his workflow and recording/editing/mixing setup. 
First, his run of chart success found him working more and more in a mobile fashion as he traveled around the world to collaborate with top artists. This coincided with a period in which he had left his third studio but hadn’t yet moved into his newly opened fourth space. “I realized that I was traveling with my laptop as my workstation, and no matter where I went or what gear I hooked up to it, I was essentially making recordings in the box, which was a shift from my earlier years working with great large consoles and tons of outboard gear in place. It hit me – what if, when I moved into my fourth studio, I got rid of the console altogether?” And as fate would have it, just then he learned about the recently introduced Red 8Pre 64-In / 64-Out Thunderbolt™ 2 and Pro Tools|HD™ compatible audio interface from Focusrite (booth 6560), which features dual Ethernet ports for Dante™ audio-over-IP networking, and C-Rod realized that it could be the piece that streamlines his setup once and for all – whether at home in the new Miami facility, in other studios around the world, in a hotel room or airplane, or anywhere else the work took him. 
He notes, “When you take a console out of the equation, obviously a key element you need is analog-to-digital conversion. I knew I needed great conversion going in and great conversion going into the headphones or speakers. So I heard about the Red 8Pre, with its three types of connectivity. When I got mine, I hooked it up in no more than a few minutes and plugged headphones in, and it blew my mind – it was like I could hear every single detail in every one of the mixes that I had done. It became a key element of my setup immediately.”
The Red 8Pre has proven valuable for his monitors in the room too. He remarks, “I use Cubase, and it has a great center section where you can select different monitors in your setup, and the Red 8Pre is completely compatible with this function. I can isolate my ATC 300’s, my Genelec S30’s or my Yamaha NS10’s – all the way they’re supposed to be heard. Working with Cubase, it’s like the Red 8Pre can act as its own mini console in that regard. It’s like the center of my studio.”

And the Red 8Pre gives C-Rod the inputs he needs: “The mic-pre’s, with the ‘air’ function, are phenomenal. It’s like you don’t even need to have any kind of external EQ. I plug a Neumann U87 or U47 in, or even a Shure SM57 – mics I’ve had for years – and they just sing. The top end is all there and the bottom end is solid. It’s all so easy to use and easy to control. And naturally the Red 8Pre can offer real-time headphone monitoring for the artists I’m working with. It’s really a great device that has what I need. It just works! Additionally, I love the fact that the Red 8Pre provides remote control capability for the preamps, adding flexibility to my workflow.”
Rodriguez also recently added the Focusrite RedNet AM2, a Dante-compatible stereo monitoring unit combining headphone and line outputs for flexible monitoring of signals sourced from the Dante network. “I just got the Focusrite AM2. Let me tell you, I kid you not, I was connected before I knew it – one CAT 6 Ethernet cable, and that’s it. Immediately my headphones were up and running, talkback working, everything in place. Once again, it just works, and to me, that is a home run.”
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Photo caption: Chris Rodriguez, pictured in his new Miami studio space with his outboard gear arsenal, including the Red 8Pre from Focusrite.
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About Focusrite

The Focusrite brand was established in 1985 and the founding principles of the company were to develop products that sounded more musical, in addition to just measuring well – today, we still carry these founding principles forward in our class-leading and award-winning designs. We measure our success by the success of you, our clients, and you will find Focusrite product prominent in professional and project studios throughout the world. Based just outside of London, we work with the best design talent throughout the world to bring you the tools to enhance the way you work. Our product is made with pride and principle in a highly automated ISO 9002 factory with significant level of test by engineers who themselves are musicians and understand the part our product plays in your process.
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