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The Recording Academy® Producers & Engineers Wing® and MusiCares® Present "Listen Up: Why Protecting Your Hearing Really Does Matter" at 
South By Southwest on Friday, March 17
Eligible music professionals in attendance at this SXSW panel to receive priority registration for free custom hearing protection via MusiCares®
Santa Monica, Calif. (March 13, 2017) — On Friday, March, 17, 2017, 12:30-1:30 p.m. at the Austin Convention Center (Room 10A), as part of the South By Southwest (SXSW) festival, MusiCares® and The Recording Academy®'s Producers & Engineers Wing® will present "Listen Up: Why Protecting Your Hearing Really Does Matter."
Studies have shown that music creators are nearly four times more likely to suffer preventable hearing damage. For artists and engineers alike, healthy hearing is vital to a long and successful career. At this lively and educational panel, attendees will learn how their ears work and what they need to know to protect their hearing for the long haul. Eligible music professionals in attendance will have the first opportunity to register to receive free custom hearing protection via MusiCares, exclusively at SXSW. 
The panel will be moderated by Maureen Droney, former audio engineer and currently The Recording Academy Managing Director, P&E Wing and Recording Technology. Speakers will include S. Benjamin Kanters, Associate Chair and Associate Professor, Audio Arts & Acoustics Department, Columbia College Chicago; Dr. Michael Santucci, audiologist and founder/president of Sensaphonics Hearing Preservation Foundation; and Brett Bryngelson, MusiCares Program Specialist and Manager.

"For audio professionals, taking a long view of hearing loss and protection can be challenging," states Droney. "It may be difficult to notice damage as it is happening, and once it's occurred, it may feel like there is no point in worrying about it anymore. The good news is that there are some easy, common-sense, practical steps that can be taken to preserve your hearing day-to-day. It's so important that we all keep our hearing as healthy as it can be, and this panel will explore ways to make that happen for all of us." 
About MusiCares: MusiCares provides a safety net of critical assistance for music people in times of need. MusiCares' services and resources cover a wide range of financial, medical and personal emergencies, and each case is treated with integrity and confidentiality.

About The Recording Academy: Established in 1957, The Recording Academy is an organization of musicians, songwriters, producers, engineers and recording professionals dedicated to improving the cultural condition and quality of life for music and its makers. Internationally known for the GRAMMY Awards — the preeminent peer-recognized award for musical excellence and the most credible brand in music — The Recording Academy is responsible for groundbreaking professional development, cultural enrichment, advocacy, education and human services programs. The Academy continues to focus on its mission of recognizing musical excellence, advocating for the well-being of music makers and ensuring music remains an indelible part of our culture. For more information about The Recording Academy, please visit www.grammy.com. For breaking news and exclusive content, follow @RecordingAcad on Twitter, like "Recording Academy / GRAMMYs" on Facebook, and join The Recording Academy’s social communities on Google+, Instagram, Tumblr and YouTube.
About The Producers & Engineers Wing: Currently more than 6,000 professionals comprise The Recording Academy Producers & Engineers Wing, which was established for producers, engineers, remixers, manufacturers, technologists, and other related creative and technical professionals in the recording field. This organized voice for the recording community addresses issues that affect the craft of recorded music, including the development and implementation of new technologies, technical guidelines and recommendations, and archiving and preservation initiatives. For more information, please visit www.producersandengineers.com.
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