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Highlights from Roland's #909day First-of-Its Kind Streaming Festival, “The Future. Redefined.”

Leading musical instrument innovator Roland holds unparalleled event with unveiling of 30+ new products and 28 artist performances by Linda Perry, Saint Motel, Echosmith, DJ Pierre, Judith Hill, Smallpools, Mike Garson, Tal Wilkenfeld, and She Wants Revenge, among others
Artist-signed items set to be auctioned to benefit MusiCares®
Los Angeles, CA, September 15, 2016 — Six01 Studio in Burbank, California, was the place to be on September 9, 2016 (#909day), where over one thousand people joined Roland for the Los Angeles portion of a first-of-its-kind, 24-hour streaming online music festival, “The Future. Redefined.” Roland established #909day and chose 9/09 as the date of his historic event in celebration of Roland’s iconic 909 drum machine. 
Hundreds of thousands of people tuned in to watch as Roland debuted more than 30 new products during streaming video broadcasts from VIP events in eight major cities around the world, including the flagship Roland TD-50K/KV V-Drums; GP607 baby grand; and DJ-808 DJ controller, co-developed with Serato; as well as the BOSS Katana guitar amps, among others. Roland CEO Jun-ichi Miki explained Roland’s passion for musical instruments during the festival’s opening event in Auckland. Miki said, “Why do we research and develop new musical instruments and new ways to enjoy them? It is because we want all of you to unleash your unlimited creativity and potential with our unique Roland products. Your passion is our passion.”
Each city featured artist performances, and the five-hour encore from Los Angeles featured three stages with diverse product and artist lineups including Linda Perry, Saint Motel, DJ Pierre, DJ Trayze, Mike Garson, Judith Hill, Echosmith, Masego, MOON, Ric’key Pageot, SAARA, She Wants Revenge, Smallpools, Tal Wilkenfeld, Gregg Bissonette, Josh Stevens and Lola Astanova, and more. Performing artists also autographed a variety of Roland gear that will be auctioned at a later date to benefit MusiCares®, the non-profit organization established by The Recording Academy® to help music people in times of hardship. 
Judith Hill reflected on the L.A. event, sharing, “It’s really inspiring being here, and I’m so honored to be a part of this event ​— just looking around at all the new equipment and to be around talented musicians and everyone who’s passionate about creating music and making the world a better place with what we do.” And after performing on the GP607 baby grand, she said, “I love that piano — the moment I stepped onstage and just touched it I immediately fell in love. The touch is so sensitive, it’s a really dynamic piano, and it’s fun to play. And it sounds really good, so it was really a joy. I could have been up there all day playing it.” 
Drummer Scott Ellis of the band She Wants Revenge performed on the TD-50KV V-Drums kit at the event, commenting, “Wow! The TD-50 is amazing. So responsive to every move I make! #909day was a dream come true for me. I've been using Roland electronic products since the ‘90s and was honored to be invited.”

DJ Trayze, who also performed, shared his thoughts on the DJ-808 DJ Controller, saying, “It’s kind of a dream to be able to see all the facets of live remix coming into one piece of hardware. We can play our DJ tracks and have drums and other samples, and it’s all sequenced and sync’d into one unit. It’s just been great. Operation on it is great –– flawless so far, I love the sound of it. I’ve been happy with it; it’s been a joy just to be a part of it.”
In addition to a performance by Jessy Greene (Foo Fighters, Wilco violinist), a highlight of the evening was when Linda Perry joined Six01 Studio owner and producer/musician Kerry Brown (Smashing Pumpkins, Miley Cyrus) on stage for rousing renditions of Led Zeppelin songs.
“‘The Future. Redefined.’ surpassed our expectations in terms of global reach, market interest and attendance,” stated Roland Corporation U.S. President and CEO Jay Wanamaker. “I am so proud of the Roland team and am truly honored by the artists who joined us in making it a huge success.” 
Learn more about all the products that were launched by visiting here. 
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Photo caption 2: Scott Ellis and She Wants Revenge Onstage
About Roland Corporation

Roland Corporation is a leading manufacturer and distributor of electronic musical instruments, including keyboards and synthesizers, guitar products, electronic percussion, digital recording equipment, amplifiers, audio processors, and multimedia products. With more than 40 years of musical instrument development, Roland sets the standard in music technology for the world to follow. For more information, visit Roland.com/us or see your local Roland dealer.
About MusiCares
Established in 1989 by The Recording Academy, MusiCares provides a safety net of critical assistance for music people in times of need. MusiCares' services and resources cover a wide range of financial, medical, and personal emergencies, and each case is treated with integrity and confidentiality. MusiCares also focuses the resources and attention of the music industry on human service issues that directly impact the health and welfare of the music community. For more information, please visit www.musicares.org. For breaking news and exclusive content, please "like" MusiCares on Facebook, and follow @MusiCares on Twitter and Instagram. 
