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Gold Tree Studios Excels with an All-Genelec Monitoring Infrastructure

— Newly opened Hollywood facility offers a novel and flexible approach to post-production, with Genelec as its audio monitoring foundation —

NATICK, MA, December 5, 2022 — Gold Tree Studios, which completed a six-month construction and commissioning process in September, arrives on the Hollywood film-industry scene at a pivotal moment in that sector’s history. But the new facility, located on the legendary Sunset Blvd., made sure it started out well grounded, relying on Genelec Smart Active Monitors™ for its entire monitoring infrastructure. The facility’s two main rooms, Studio 1 (Color Grading & Screening Room) and Studio 6 (Sound Mixing & ADR Room), both rely on Genelec 8351B speakers comprising their front L-C-R array and 8331A speakers for surround and overhead speakers, with 7370A and 7380A subwoofers in a dual-sub configuration in each space. Four more Junior & Executive Editing Suites each have a pair of Genelec 4430AM desktop speakers, as does the Video Village room adjacent to the facility’s sound stage. 

After the Covid pandemic reduced the scope of film production over the last three years, Gold Tree Studios came about with the idea that clients should have access to whatever post platforms they need or want, with seamless rentals of major industry hardware and software built into its business plan. “We sought to make this a true rental facility — our equipment, your equipment, our engineers, your engineers, whatever you prefer — to better reflect the way the post-production business needs to operate in this new climate in Hollywood,” explains Tim Chonacas, Gold Tree Studios’ CEO and a veteran indie film producer himself. Chonacas built the new facility with associate Bill Immerman, a film legend who as an EVP at Twentieth Century Fox was part of the team that greenlit Star Wars and Young Frankenstein. With an equipment list that reflects the state of the art, Chonacas says that the monitoring also had to meet that standard, making Genelec the only choice for the facility’s immersive monitoring environment. “There are very few brands in the top tier of speakers, and Genelec is always at the top of that list,” he says. “The crispest, clearest, most dynamic sound is Genelec. You just don’t hear that depth in other brands.”

Chonacas says they decided to go with a dual-subwoofer configuration for the two largest rooms, a reflection of Hollywood’s demand for big LFE, including for television. “We wanted the dual subs for mixing to feel that low end and those low mids,” he explains. “We wanted deep, impactful bass that really thumps, for film and television, but also for music. You can really feel the 7370A and 7380A while you’re in the chair mixing, and that gives us the low end we need to work on today’s blockbuster film and TV projects.” 

Finally, he says they relied heavily on a combination of GLM loudspeaker manager software, which is compatible with all Genelec Smart Active Monitors and Subwoofers, and the next-generation AutoCal 2 automatic room-calibration algorithm. “AutoCal was very important since we were doing much of the setup work ourselves and because we wanted to be up and running as quickly as possible,” he says, noting that Gold Tree Studios’ Dolby Atmos® certification process is already under way. “Genelec pretty much provided everything we needed to make our monitoring state of the art right at the beginning.”
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Photo file 1: Genelec_GoldTreeStudios_Photo1.JPG
Photo caption 1: Gold Tree Studios in Hollywood relies on Genelec Smart Active Monitors™ for its entire monitoring infrastructure (Photo by OLEG KUD)
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Photo caption 2: Tim Chonacas, Gold Tree Studios’ CEO (Photo by OLEG KUD)
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Photo caption 3: Gold Tree Studios relies on Genelec Smart Active Monitors™ for its entire monitoring infrastructure (Photo by OLEG KUD)



Genelec, the pioneer in Active Monitoring technology, is celebrating over 40 years of designing and manufacturing active loudspeakers for true and accurate sound reproduction. Genelec is credited with promoting the concept of active transducer technology. Since its inception in 1978, Genelec has concentrated its efforts and resources into creating active monitors with unparalleled sonic integrity. The result is an active speaker system that has earned global acclaim for its accurate imaging, extremely high acoustic output from small enclosures, true high-fidelity with low distortion, and deep, rich bass. 

Genelec is also celebrating 15 years of its Smart Active Monitoring™ technology, which allows studio monitors to be networked, configured and calibrated for the user’s specific acoustic environment. Each Smart Active Monitor or subwoofer is equipped with advanced internal DSP circuitry, which tightly integrates with the GLM (Genelec Loudspeaker Manager) software application, running on Mac or PC. GLM’s reference microphone kit allows the user’s acoustic environment to be analyzed, after which GLM’s AutoCal feature optimizes each Smart Active Monitor for level, distance delay, subwoofer crossover phase and room response equalization, with the option of further fine tuning by the user. By minimizing the room’s influence on the sound, Smart Active Monitors deliver an unrivalled reference, with excellent translation between rooms.

Other brand and product names may be trademarks of the respective companies with which they are associated.

—For more information or to book a reservation at the Studio, contact: Gold Tree Studios LLC., 8721 W. Sunset Blvd. West Hollywood, CA. 90069. Tel: (424) 325-5071; Fax: (424) 325-5072; Web: http://www.goldtreestudios.com 

—For more information on the complete range of Genelec Active Monitoring Systems, contact: Genelec Inc., 7 Tech Circle, Natick, MA 01760. Tel: (508) 652-0900; Fax: (508) 652-0909; Web: http://www.genelec.com 
