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[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Show Devant enhances Granby Zoo visitor experience with RF Venue® CP Stage antennas

— The compact, circularly polarized, and IP-rated CP Stage antennas eliminated dropouts and coverage gaps at giraffe and lion exhibits, leading to plans to repeat the upgrade at another 19 zoo locations —

InfoComm, Orlando, FL, USA, June 11, 2025 – Show Devant, a Granby, Quebec, Canada-based corporate AV solutions provider since 2000, has successfully completed a pilot antenna upgrade at the renowned Granby Zoo (aka Zoo de Granby). The installation was undertaken to solve persistent wireless microphone dropouts and coverage issues that stemmed from budget-driven decisions made during the zoo’s initial wireless integration years ago. Show Devant, Granby Zoo’s trusted and exclusive AV integrator since the company’s founding, installed a pair of RF Venue’s CP Stage antennas with immediate and dramatic improvement in RF performance and coverage for two of Granby Zoo’s popular animal exhibit presentations. “With the old system, our beltpack transmitters had to be pushed to 20mW just to get 25% signal strength. After installing the CP Stage antennas, we reduced the packs to 10mW, and the Shure ULX-D receivers now show a solid 100% RF signal,” shares Antoine Gasse, Show Devant’s AV System Head Designer & Integrator.

The non-profit Granby Zoo, founded in 1953, is dedicated to animal conservation. It supports around 30 species survival plan programs and houses over 40 at-risk species. The zoo is also involved in about 20 conservation projects in Quebec and worldwide. At approximately 60 animal exhibit stations, including 20 equipped with Shure ULX-D wireless beltpack systems, the zoo’s education staff coordinates unique, non-overlapping presentations throughout the day to give visitors a chance to experience every exhibit. However, weak signal strength and unreliable reception were frequent challenges—particularly given the expansive layout of the zoo and environmental conditions.

“Originally, we had extended basic half-wave stick antennas outside and hoped for the best results. That approach left us with coverage gaps and signal loss,” Gasse elaborates. The RF Venue CP Stage antennas were chosen for their circular polarization, which removes any potential for coverage issues from the orientation of the beltpack antennas while offering the benefits of a widely directional pickup pattern with more antenna gain than paddle antennas can provide. Plus, the CP Stage antenna’s IP-rated housing delivers weather-proof performance and durability. “The CP Stage’s price point was close to that of the OEM paddle antennas, but the performance difference was obvious,” adds Gasse.

The antennas were strategically installed on a rooftop location, with one aimed 200 feet toward the lion station on the left and the other targeting the giraffe station 150 feet away on the right. Each antenna was routed through a 1:2 passive splitter/combiner to allow each antenna to feed an input on each station’s ULX-D receiver. Thus, signal can still be received off-axis from a station’s designated antenna in the direction of the adjacent station, and the collocated receivers can be used for either station.

Gasse says that this was Show Devant’s first deployment of RF Venue products — but it won’t be the last. “We appreciate RF Venue for providing a full IP-rated antenna to the business with an elegant look on top of its performance. The success at Zoo de Granby has been so convincing,” he says, “that we’re now planning antenna upgrades at 19 additional exhibit stations for this client alone.” 
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Photo file 1: CPStage_GranbyZoo1.jpg
Photo caption 1: Granby Zoo’s initial pair of RF Venue CP Stage antennas, mounted at roof height and aimed at the presentation areas at the Zoo’s giraffe and lion exhibits, eliminated coverage gaps and signal dropouts

Photo file 2: CPStage_GranbyZoo2.jpg
Photo caption 2: Granby Zoo’s initial pair of RF Venue CP Stage antennas, mounted at roof height and aimed at the presentation areas at the Zoo’s giraffe and lion exhibits, eliminated coverage gaps and signal dropouts
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Photo caption 3: RF Venue’s latest addition to its comprehensive antenna line is the ground-breaking compact, ruggedized and portable, circularly polarized CP Stage antenna for wireless in-ear monitor and microphone systems 


About RF Venue®
RF Venue, Inc. is an innovative and fast-growing developer and manufacturer of patented antenna and RF communications products headquartered near Boston, Massachusetts, USA. For over 15 years, the company has designed and built specialized antennas and distribution to make wireless microphones and In-Ear Monitors (IEMs) work and sound better. Markets include houses of worship, schools, business venues and performance spaces, with tens of thousands of installations worldwide. RF Venue is known for its highly successful wireless mic essentials: Diversity Fin®, Diversity Architectural™, Diversity Omni™, and RF Spotlight™ antennas, the 4 ZONE™ active antenna combiner and HDR distribution, including the DISTRO5 HDR™ and DISTRO9 HDR™. It is also known for its wireless IEM essentials: CP Beam™ and CP Architectural™ antennas plus the new CP Stage™ antenna (suited for both microphone and IEM use), and the COMBINE6 HDR™ IEM transmitter combiner, along with other RF products. Visit rfvenue.com to learn more.
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