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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Colten Hyten and Sensaphonics dB Check Pro protect George Thorogood and the Destroyers’ hearing

— Monitor engineer Colten Hyten uses the innovative dB Check Pro to easily display the band’s real-time in-ear SPL listening levels and the relative safe exposure times, allowing him to work with the band members to adapt mixes and reduce levels to protect and preserve the musician’s hearing —



Chicago, IL, June 27, 2024 – Legendary blues rocker George Thorogood is hitting the road once again with his iconic band, The Destroyers. Renowned for classic hits such as “Bad to the Bone,” “Who Do You Love,” and “Move It on Over,” Thorogood and The Destroyers have consistently delivered high-volume, electrifying shows worldwide for the past five decades, cementing their legacy in the music industry. Monitor engineer Colten Hyten cares about sound, most importantly the mixes that Thorogood and his band are listening to on stage and the levels reaching their ears during a typical 90-minute set.  

“We were trying out some of the Sensaphonics in-ear options and they made us aware of the new dB Check Pro – I tried it out and it’s been a really magnificent tool in my work box,” stated Hyten. The Sensaphonics dB Check Pro sound level analyzer is designed specifically to show real-time in-ear SPL and safe exposure times for professional IEM and headphone models from 12 major brands making it an essential tool for any audio professional who cares about hearing health. 

Colten Hyten began his career mixing monitors for Tim Rushlow and his Big Band. When not on the road, Hyten resides in Nashville and has had the opportunity to work around town, mixing and teching for various country music artists, including Riley Green, John Rich, and Lee Greenwood. 

“I had each of the members of The Destroyers wear dB Check Pro throughout an hour and a half show,” commented Hyten. “Those guys have been doing it for so long that the sound checks are basically, ‘Let's get together to maybe play a song.’ It's not really going to be anywhere close to the dB levels during a show. So sound checks don't really appeal to me other than to just maybe explain what's going on and get them used to having an extra product there in line. Wearing the dB Check Pro through a show has proved beneficial.”

After running the band through a series of tests during shows while using the dB Check Pro, Hyten was totally surprised about a few things, including the variance in monitor levels. “I was really amazed how different the levels are that I set to monitor mixes, versus what the musicians choose – I thought I was at a pretty-conservative level and the reality was I was not. It was quite shocking how loud everything was, but I mainly used db Check Pro to find out how loud my band is listening in their in-ears on the stage, and then I can use the db Check to match up on the console to where I’m monitoring at the same level the band is. I wanted to make sure I was matching those levels that so I could give them the best possible experience.”

Until around 15 years ago, stages were typically filled with numerous side fills, wedges, and amp cabinets, resulting in very loud environments for performers. It is widely known that this contributed to some degree of hearing loss among anyone using monitors at high-volume levels including The Destroyers. “Working with Sensaphonics, who truly cares about hearing health, our goal is to protect the remaining hearing of these performers and ensure it endures for the duration of their careers. Being able to review the numbers and making the band aware of where each member is at has allowed me to start backing those levels back while also getting the instrumentation in the mixes so that they can still hear what they need along with helping to preserve their hearing,” commented Hyten. 

He concluded, “The Sensaphonics approach, pushing for being able to clearly hear and isolate, is all about preserving your hearing and protecting your hearing based on Dr. Santucci’s viewpoint as an audiologist. dB Check Pro is an innovative device that helps audio engineers keep their clients in check and helps artists save their hearing so that they can continue their careers and do what they love to do.”

dB Check Pro arises from audiologist and President of Sensaphonics Dr. Michael Santucci’s ongoing commitment to safeguarding hearing in music. It offers immediate feedback on the volume levels of in-ear monitors (IEMs) or headphones when both are worn. The patented device shows the average sound pressure levels (SPL) at the user's ears and recommends safe listening durations. Additionally, it monitors ambient noise using its built-in microphone. As the sole device of its kind, dB Check Pro empowers music professionals with crucial insights into safe listening levels and durations during live performances, rehearsals, and studio sessions.

The Sensaphonics dB Check Pro is priced at $500 and is now available for purchase online. More information and ordering info can be found at www.sensaphonics.com/products/db-check-pro for individual customers, while interested dealers, distributors, reps and production companies can contact Evan MacKenzie. email: evanmackenzie@asiaudio.com.
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Photo caption 1: Colten Hyten, monitor engineer for George Thorogood and The Destroyers, pictured with Sensaphonics dB Check Pro
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Photo caption 2: George Thorogood and The Destroyers’ Shure wireless, shown connected to Sensaphonics dB Check Pro
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Photo caption 3: Colten Hyten, monitor engineer for George Thorogood and The Destroyers
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Photo caption 4: George Thorogood and The Destroyers’ Sensaphonics gear, shown in road case
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ABOUT SENSAPHONICS
Founded in 1985 by Michael Santucci Au.D., Sensaphonics Hearing Conservation, Inc. designs and manufactures custom-fitted earphones and electronics designed to achieve safe, high-resolution audio in mission-critical applications. Serving a primary customer base of musicians and sound engineers, Sensaphonics products are used exclusively on all manned NASA missions and on the International Space Station. Other significant markets served by Sensaphonics include house of worship, theater, broadcasting, motorsports, aeronautics, and audiophile listening. Sensaphonics is committed to the preservation of hearing through superior products, audiological services and audio consulting, enabling longer, more productive careers and richer quality of life. Located in Chicago, Sensaphonics can be contacted toll-free at 877-848-1714, internationally at 312-432-1714, or online at www.sensaphonics.com.
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