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Morgan Wallen’s This Bar chooses RCF for spectacular sound

— Integrator JAG Warner Productions utilized RCF and TT+ AUDIO sound components to deliver a system that fills This Bar’s four floors with sonic excellence —

AES Show, New York, NY, October 8, 2024 – Country-pop star Morgan Wallen is the latest artist to lend his name, and the title of a hit song, to a destination venue in Nashville’s Lower Broadway district. Morgan Wallen’s This Bar and Tennessee Kitchen is a six-story, four-floor restaurant and entertainment hub. Built in collaboration with the TC Restaurant Group, This Bar is located just steps away from the Ryman Auditorium. It spans approximately 30,000 square feet and includes three live music stages, six bars, and an open-air rooftop.

The TC Restaurant Group, which manages several artist-themed establishments in Nashville, reached out directly to RCF about outfitting This Bar’s audio system, which led in turn to Nashville-based integrator JAG Warner Productions being tasked with the design. “We do things on this scale pretty regularly,” says JAG Warner president Jake Warner. “This is our area of expertise.” The biggest challenge, he shares, was optimizing sonic quality within a highly reflective environment without changing the look and feel of the building. JAG Warner had just over two months to gather the gear and complete the install.

Warner was confident that the speakers would arrive on time and in perfect condition, based on his long history with RCF products. To meet the tight deadline, RCF USA coordinated shipments from its U.S. headquarters in New Jersey and the Italian factory in Reggio Emilia, Italy, which arrived simultaneously, on time and in perfect shape. “Logistics at its finest,” declares Warner. “Sourcing these components was a seamless process.” 

The showcase system on the first floor of This Bar features two hangs of six RCF HDL 28-A active line array modules. Three SUB 9006-AS dual 18-inch active subwoofers are mounted under the stage in a broadside array. Active TT 515-A two-way loudspeakers from RCF’s flagship TT+ AUDIO line provide front and under mezzanine fill.

This Bar’s management “want the music to hit you just as hard at the back of the rooms as when you walk in,” says Warner. “We were given an error tolerance for level from front to back of plus or minus 1 dB over near 70 feet, and we hit it.” He adds that the RCF system delivers a full spectrum and “very musical solution.” Veteran live sound specialist Michael Lawrence “purposefully voiced” the system for transparency on behalf of RCF. “You’re not going to get a better alignment than what Michael has done in that building,” Warner enthuses. “It is within a hundredth of a millisecond to perfect. If you put a good mix into it, you’re going to get a good mix out of it.” Because of its proximity to the iconic Ryman Auditorium, he adds, “the system, at least in the low end, needed to be very controlled. You can’t even tell that that system is on outside of the building.”

Equal loudness coverage of high-end background music throughout was the concept for the second-floor restaurant at This Bar, achieved with RCF WMR 60-T two-way wall mount speakers. As with all This Bar’s upper floors, if the focus shifts to live performance from a room’s stage, the systems can switch through Q-SYS to a fully delayed stage focus with primary sound in the restaurant from RCF COMPACT M 12 cabinets and S 12 subwoofers.

The third-floor nightclub at This Bar has a much larger mezzanine, hence the smaller array. A four-per-side hang of HDL 28-As covers a space 22-foot-deep in what Warner calls “a super high impact system.” Additionally, he says, “there are 13 515-A units between under balcony and above balcony fills around that room to keep the same error tolerance of sound level as we had on the first floor.” TT 25-A II cabinets round out the system as stage fills, with massive low-end augmentation from four TT+ AUDIO GTS 29 dual 19-inch subwoofers. “That’s the fun part,” adds Warner. “They have live bands during the day, then at night DJs go onstage and they turn the stage into a dance platform.”

“The subs cover the entire room,” he elaborates. “Two on the ground cover the bulk of the low end for the floor level patrons and stage. The two in the air round it out for the entire room. You’re going to get the same impact of bass anywhere in the room.” The subs are capably powered by an XPS 16KD four-channel, 16,000 W DSP amplifier. “That much power,” says Warner, “coming out of a two rack-unit device with everything else that you can do with it – Dante® native, DSP, the GPIO ports – it’s a fantastic amplifier.” 

Finally, on the rooftop, TT 25-A II active two-way cabinets and SUB 9006-AS subwoofers fill a lounge with sound, with four P 6215 two-way weatherproof coaxial speakers on the adjoining patio. A 100-plus endpoint Dante network interconnects This Bar, with Q-SYS control integrated with RCF’s RDNET software via a custom written plugin. 

“We’ve gotten so many compliments and comments, from countless numbers of our clients, that the RCF systems we’ve installed are just so clean and clear, even at high SPLs,” Warner concludes. Nothing less was expected at This Bar, and expectations were realized. “Every single engineer who has walked into This Bar has said that this system sounds amazing.” 

Links:
www.rcf.it
www.rcf-usa.com

https://www.jagwproductions.com/

https://mwthisbar.com/
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Photo file 1: MW_ThisBar_MainStage.jpg
Photo 1 caption: The showcase RCF system on the first floor of This Bar features two hangs of six HDL 28-A active line array modules, SUB 9006-AS dual 18-inch active subwoofers and TT 515-A active two-way loudspeakers for fill

Photo file 2: MW_ThisBar_ClubSubs.jpg
Photo 2 caption: The “super high impact” sound system” in This Bars’ nightclub features four-per-side hang of HDL 28-As, TT+ AUDIO by RCF TT 515-A and TT 25-A II cabinets as fills, and massive low-end augmentation from four TT+ AUDIO GTS 29 subwoofers (two flown and two on the ground)

Photo file 3: MW_ThisBar_ClubMezanine.jpg
Photo 3 caption: TT+ AUDIO by RCF TT 515-A active two-way loudspeakers deliver seamless equal-loudness audio coverage beneath and on the mezzanine level of This Bar’s nightclub

Photo file 4: MW_ThisBar_MainStage_HDLarray.jpg
Photo 4 caption: Two hangs of six RCF HDL 28-A active line array modules flank This Bar’s main stage

Photo file 5: MW_ThisBar_MainStage_HDLarray2.jpg
Photo 6 caption: Two hangs of six RCF HDL 28-A active line array modules flank This Bar’s main stage


About RCF
For 75 years, RCF has pushed the boundaries of audio innovation. Founded in 1949 by a group of passionate engineers, RCF boasts a heritage rooted in the relentless pursuit of superior sound quality and technological advancement, while their fully integrated approach leads the way in the professional audio industry today. With R&D, manufacturing, and distribution all under one roof in Reggio Emilia, Italy, RCF can rapidly turn ideas into market-ready solutions. This vertical integration model gives an unparalleled competitive edge in quality, reliability and value. The versatile product portfolio includes everything from installation-grade speaker systems to portable PA solutions and large-scale line array technologies. Flagship offerings like the new TT+ AUDIO GTX series redefine the standards for clarity, control and setup speed in demanding touring and fixed install environments. Beyond products, RCF provides full-cycle support capabilities to integrators, engineers and end users. The in-house acoustics team, RCF ESG, assists with complex design projects, while the Audio Academy shares applied knowledge with the global pro-audio community. The solid technical expertise, built on 75 years of history, its modern manufacturing facility, and its continuous technological improvement make RCF a fundamental reference for all audio professionals and enthusiasts. RCF distributes products directly in the United States, France, Germany, Benelux, Spain, and the United Kingdom, plus a network of over 120 trusted professional distributors throughout the rest of the world. 

More info at
www.rcf.it
www.rcf-usa.com
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