PRESS RELEASE

Contact: Clyne Media, Inc.

Tel: (615) 662-1616

Fax: (615) 662-1636

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

AUDIO-TECHNICA KEEPS METALLICA ROCKING ON THE BAND’S 

DEATH MAGNETIC WORLD TOUR

— Longtime Metallica FOH engineer and loyal A-T user “Big Mick” Hughes continues to select a variety of A-T microphones for their sound quality and reliability —

WINTER NAMM SHOW, ANAHEIM, CA, January 15, 2009 — “Big Mick” Hughes’ tenure as front-of-house (FOH) engineer for legendary heavy metal phenomenon Metallica is almost as long as the band’s existence. “This is my 25th year. I was 25 or 26 when I started with the guys, and I’m going on 51 in a minute,” recalls Hughes. Although the band has evolved and grown, a key to its longevity is unarguably its constant dedication to hard-rocking heavy metal, showcased brilliantly on the 2008 smash album Death Magnetic (Warner Bros.). Another constant for the band has been Hughes’ selection of Audio-Technica as the microphones of choice for Metallica’s live stage setup, the most recent incarnation of which is crisscrossing the United States, soon to be followed by Europe, as the Death Magnetic World Tour.

“I’ve been using Audio-Technica for years, because of the way A-T mics sound. I can’t really imagine using anything else,” Hughes commented. “They sound great and have tremendous reliability. I can’t remember the last time we actually changed a microphone because it was bad. That just doesn’t happen, which is really pretty remarkable.”

Hughes has selected a wide variety of A-T mics for the current tour, including the ATM350 Cardioid Condenser Clip-on Microphone for toms and overheads, AE2500 Dual-element Cardioid Instrument Microphone for guitar cabinets, wired and wireless versions of the AE5400 Cardioid Condenser Handheld Microphone for vocals, ATM650 Hypercardioid Dynamic Instrument Microphone for snare and dual AT4050 Multi-pattern Condenser Microphones in a stereo configuration on guitar cabinets.

Hughes points out how the band’s unique stage setup requires a number of dependable vocal mic units, a role more than fulfilled by the AE5400. “We’re in the round, so there are eight vocal positions around the stage, all wired AE5400’s. And then we have a few wireless 5400’s that we drop in and out for different songs, depending on if they’re playing acoustic guitars or something like that. And the wired and wireless all sound exactly the same, making the vocal mix, which I do in subgroups, relatively simple and straightforward for me.”

Hughes is likewise vocal in his praise of Audio-Technica’s Dual-element AE2500: “The AE2500 is absolutely stunning on guitar cabinets. When I first tried the 2500, I listened to each element individually and said, ‘that’s not very big.’ But when I combined the two (dynamic and condenser), it’s absolutely crushing. The summation of the two is so much more than the individual elements — it’s bizarre. I use the 2500 with flat EQ and only high and low pass filters employed. It’s a very, very big sound. We’ve used the 2500 on cabs for a long time — you just know what works, and why change a winning combination?”
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Photo Caption: Pictured from L-R: Metallica’s FOH Engineer “Big” Mick Hughes, Audio-Technica Marketing Manager Gary Boss and Metallica’s Monitor Engineer Paul Owen, at a recent stop on the band’s Death Magnetic World Tour. (This photo is the property of Audio-Technica and may be used by the press only for the purpose of one-time reproduction. Unauthorized use, alteration or reproduction of this photograph is strictly prohibited.)

Photo File: AT_Metallica09B.JPG

Photo Caption: Pictured from L-R: Metallica’s FOH Engineer “Big” Mick Hughes and Monitor Engineer Paul Owen, at a recent stop on the band’s Death Magnetic World Tour. (This photo is the property of Audio-Technica and may be used by the press only for the purpose of one-time reproduction. Unauthorized use, alteration or reproduction of this photograph is strictly prohibited.)

Celebrating over 45 years of audio excellence worldwide, Audio-Technica is a leading innovator in transducer technology, renowned for the design and manufacture of microphones, wireless microphones, headphones, mixers, and electronics for the audio industry.

—For more information on the complete range of Audio-Technica products, contact 

Karen Emerson, Audio-Technica U.S., Inc., 1221 Commerce Drive, Stow, OH 44224. 

Tel: (330) 686-2600; Fax: (330) 688-3752; Web: www.audio-technica.com
Audio-Technica is exhibiting at Booth 6740 (Hall A) during the 2009 Winter NAMM Show in Anaheim, CA.
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