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Connecticut’s First Church of Christ Chooses Components from Bose Professional

After a successful implementation of Bose® systems at New England’s oldest church meeting hall, the church again turned to Bose Professional to convert an upstairs room into a multipurpose space.
Framingham, MA, October 24, 2017 – The First Church of Christ in Wethersfield, CT is not merely a house of worship, but also a historical structure. The church’s brick Meetinghouse, built in 1761–1764 and now the oldest building of its type in New England, saw George Washington attend services in 1781 as the Revolutionary War drew to a close. The Meetinghouse and other buildings on the campus are picturesque on the outside and their interiors have evolved to keep up with the sonic demands of 21st-century worship. After the Meetinghouse had a RoomMatch® Utility sound system from Bose Professional installed in 2016 to alleviate centuries-old speech-intelligibility problems, the solution inspired the church’s leaders to once again turn to Bose to improve the facility’s sound technology in other areas. The new goal was to convert an upstairs area in the Marsh Building, which is used to hold parish meetings and other events, into a multipurpose meeting, presentation and contemporary-worship space. 
That project, which was completed last June, utilized a three-speaker array of Bose F1 Model 812 Flexible Array loudspeakers buttressed with a pair of Bose RoomMatch® RMS215 subwoofers, all powered by a Bose PowerMatch® PM8500N networked amplifier. In addition, eight Bose FreeSpace® DS 16F flush‐mount loudspeakers, powered by a Bose PowerMatch PM4500N networked amplifier, extend the sound evenly throughout the room. A Bose RoomMatch Utility RMU206 loudspeaker was also installed at the FOH position for monitoring. The entire system is pulled seamlessly together through a Bose ControlSpace® ESP-880 processor.

 

Stephan Kolpinski, Director of Sales at Adtech Systems, the AV systems integrator that worked on both projects at the church, says the success of the Bose Pro system in the church’s Meetinghouse gave the church’s leadership full confidence that Bose could also make its new multipurpose space a success. “In the Meetinghouse, we were dealing with speech intelligibility issues; in the new room upstairs in the [Marsh Building], the challenge was a very small space with very high ceilings,” he explains. “The architecture didn’t lend itself to acoustical treatments, so we had to rely on the high directionality and tightly focused pattern control of the F1 speakers. And that’s just what they delivered. Bose was the best option available for a situation like that.”

 

Drew Shattuck, the Finance Manager at First Church of Christ, agreed. “The new Bose system made for a successful transformation of the room into a much more flexible, multipurpose space,” he says. And Shattuck also points out that the Bose RoomMatch Utility RMU206 and RMU208 speakers used in the Meetinghouse provide a lot of sound coverage with very few speakers, which helped maintain that venue’s Colonial-era aesthetic. “That was another reason we were very receptive to the idea of using Bose again for this next project,” he says. Furthermore, as importantly, the Bose F1 system is extremely user-friendly, which lets a much wider range of users access the system without requiring technical help on site. 
The church specified that the sound system needed to have distinct operational modes: acting as a performance-type space with a manned mix console, and as a conference- and presentation-type space in which any number of users could access the system as needed. “The contemporary worship band that rehearses and plays in this space has its own sound person to run the sound system,” says Shattuck. “But when we have other groups come in, such as the Bible study class that meets here now, they can turn the system on, put in a DVD player and use the microphones, without any specialized training or technical skills. That’s really the best part — with the Bose system, we have a great-sounding space that everyone in the church can access. Bose has become an important part of the day-to-day functionality of First Church of Christ, Wethersfield.”

For more information, please visit http://pro.Bose.com/. 
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Photo caption 1: The upstairs area of the Marsh building at First Church of Christ in Wethersfield, CT, featuring a three-speaker array of Bose Professional F1 Model 812 Flexible Array loudspeakers buttressed with a pair of Bose Professional RoomMatch® RMS215 subwoofers. 
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Photo caption 2: The main Meetinghouse of First Church of Christ in Wethersfield, CT, featuring a system consisting of RoomMatch® Utility RMU206 and RMU208 loudspeakers from Bose Professional. 

About Adtech Systems
Adtech Systems is a privately held audio visual design and systems integration firm with state-of the-art technologies installed across industry sectors. Founded in 1988 and headquartered in Massachusetts, Adtech designs, builds, and installs interactive AV solutions allowing clients to collaborate seamlessly. Services include AV design and integration of video conferencing systems for business and education, building-wide digital signage, video walls & projection systems, collaborative conference tables, as well as the latest in classroom technology. Adtech also offers the finest in audio and sound system design including acoustical modeling and customized solutions for clients in the performing arts, as well as corporate sound systems for conference & training centers. Adtech’s seasoned professional engineers analyze each system to achieve maximum intelligibility. While Adtech executes projects across the U.S, our primary focus has always been to serve Massachusetts and the New England area. We commit a carefully chosen set of seasoned professionals to your project. This locally based team will manage, engineer and optimize all aspects of your AV integration. Counterpart to our company’s adherence to technical excellence is our dedication to our people and relationships. Since we began, our staff has grown to encompass over 100 Massachusetts-based employees. Most of these dedicated team members have been with Adtech Systems for 10 years or more. It is a testament to the way we respect and treat our people, as they continue to build a rewarding long-term career with us.
About Bose Corporation

Bose Corporation was founded in 1964 by Dr. Amar G. Bose, then a professor of electrical engineering at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  Today, the company is driven by its founding principles, investing in long-term research with one fundamental goal: to develop new technologies with real customer benefits.  Bose innovations have spanned decades and industries, creating and transforming categories in audio and beyond. Bose products for the home, in the car, on the go and in public spaces have become iconic, changing the way people listen to music.

Bose Corporation is privately held. The company’s spirit of invention, passion for excellence, and commitment to extraordinary customer experiences can be found around the world – everywhere Bose does business.
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