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Genelec Smart IP loudspeaker system chosen for The Bar at NYC’s Penn Station

— Restaurateur and long-time Genelec supporter Danny McDonald’s newest project is The Bar at the new Moynihan Train Hall at Penn Station in New York City, and he chose Genelec’s 4430A to assure it sounds as good as it looks —

InfoComm, Las Vegas, NV, June 12, 2024 — Danny McDonald, one of America’s top pub business owners and one of New York City’s best-known restaurateurs, is known for being adept at the development, construction and operation of modern pubs. Starting in 1995 with the Swift Hibernian Lounge, which Crain’s New York contended “revolutionized the Irish Bar scene” in the city, his portfolio grew to include Puck Fair, Ulysses’ Folkhouse, Pier A Harbor House, and The Dead Rabbit. Now McDonald’s latest venture, called simply The Bar and located in Manhattan’s Moynihan Train Hall, continues his string of successful taverns, this one in the newly renovated Penn Station below the Beaux Arts-designed James A. Farley Post Office Building. The Bar, an elegant venue in dark walnut and polished brass, is a centerpiece of the Hall’s food court. In keeping with McDonald’s consistent quest for the best, he chose loudspeakers from Genelec (booth #C5034) to provide the audio aspect of the establishment’s carefully considered ambience. These loudspeakers offer power, audio signal and loudspeaker management via a single standard CAT cable, helping keep the setup simple and the cable management a breeze. 

Specifically, 10 of Genelec’s 4430A Smart IP Installation Loudspeakers were installed at The Bar by Osbee Industries, Inc., a Harrison, NY-based system integrator that specializes in high-end projects. The Genelec loudspeakers are soffited in the ceiling of the actual bar area, supporting the eight television displays that make The Bar an elegant sports-watching venue. The AV system, designed by Osbee, is fully networked, with Crestron control and Symetrix processing, and 4430As are connected to that network via Dante®. “The Genelec loudspeakers, which Danny has used many times before in his restaurants, were the perfect choice here,” says Dave Raines, Osbee’s President. “They’re compact and fit into the wood soffit above the bar in such way that they’re practically invisible, yet still have plenty of output power. They’re compatible with Dante, as well as open streaming standards such as AES67, so they’re able to be networked, and they also have PoE functionality, which streamlines the system design. Plus, they sound fantastic, so they really check all the boxes.” In fact, this was Osbee’s first Genelec installation, and Raines was duly impressed with the Genelecs’ ease of installation and performance. “It was our first time using Genelec, but I can assure you it won’t be our last. It’s a great installation loudspeaker.”

Danny McDonald knows hospitality, but he also knows it’s not limited to food and drink. “We’ll want the atmospheres in the restaurants and bars to reflect the times and places and people,” he says. “We’ll want them curated for the moment.” At The Bar, across Eighth Avenue from Madison Square Garden, that means the venue will play music and show videos that complement what many patrons have come to see, whether it’s a Rangers game or a Billy Joel concert. “That’s where the Genelecs really shine,” he says. “They’re studio-monitor quality, so the sound is really excellent. We’ll have some acoustic music in here, such as jazz on Wednesdays, and the Genelecs give it elite-level sound.” But as importantly, the Genelecs help encourage the room’s natural social pace. “We call it ‘choreographed conversation’,” he explains. “If people are shouting to get the bartender’s attention, they’re doing it to get over the loudness of the sound system. It’s not supposed to be that way. We space the Genelecs out roughly eight feet apart, and it creates the perfect balance: you’re surrounded by music but you can talk easily, without having to shout, yet you still get the impact of the music. That’s the beauty of the Genelecs. They let us get the environment right.”
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Photo file 1: Genelec_TheBar_Sign.JPG
Photo caption 1: Entrance to The Bar at the new Moynihan Train Hall at Penn Station in New York City

Photo file 2: Genelec_TheBar_Bar1.JPG
Photo caption 2: Bar area at The Bar at the new Moynihan Train Hall at Penn Station in New York City, featuring Genelec 4430A Smart IP Installation Loudspeakers
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Photo caption 3: Genelec 4430A Smart IP Installation Loudspeaker installed in the ceiling at The Bar at the new Moynihan Train Hall at Penn Station in New York City

Photo file 4: Genelec_TheBar_Bar2.JPG
Photo caption 4: Bar area at The Bar at the new Moynihan Train Hall at Penn Station in New York City, featuring Genelec 4430A Smart IP Installation Loudspeakers

Photo file 5: Genelec_TheBar_FoodHall.JPG
Photo caption 5: Food Hall area including The Bar at the new Moynihan Train Hall at Penn Station in New York City, featuring Genelec 4430A Smart IP Installation Loudspeakers
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Photo caption 6: Genelec 4430A Smart IP Installation Loudspeaker installed in the ceiling at The Bar at the new Moynihan Train Hall at Penn Station in New York City

PDF file: TheBar_Genelec_Case Study_Web.pdf
PDF caption: Genelec The Bar case study

Genelec, the pioneer in Active Monitoring technology, is celebrating over 45 years of designing and manufacturing active loudspeakers for true and accurate sound reproduction. Genelec is credited with promoting the concept of active transducer technology. Since its inception in 1978, Genelec has concentrated its efforts and resources into creating active monitors with unparalleled sonic integrity. The result is an active speaker system that has earned global acclaim for its accurate imaging, extremely high acoustic output from small enclosures, true high-fidelity with low distortion, and deep, rich bass. 

Genelec is also continuing with its 18th year of Smart Active Monitoring™ technology, which allows studio monitors to be networked, configured and calibrated for the user’s specific acoustic environment. Each Smart Active Monitor or subwoofer is equipped with advanced internal DSP circuitry, which tightly integrates with the GLM (Genelec Loudspeaker Manager) software application, running on Mac or PC. GLM’s reference microphone kit allows the user’s acoustic environment to be analyzed, after which GLM’s AutoCal feature optimizes each Smart Active Monitor for level, distance delay, subwoofer crossover phase and room response equalization, with the option of further fine tuning by the user. By minimizing the room’s influence on the sound, Smart Active Monitors deliver an unrivalled reference, with excellent translation between rooms.

Other brand and product names may be trademarks of the respective companies with which they are associated.

—For more information on the complete range of Genelec Active Monitoring Systems, contact: Genelec Inc., 7 Tech Circle, Natick, MA 01760. Tel: (508) 652-0900; Fax: (508) 652-0909; 
Web: http://www.genelec.com/.
