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Industry Veteran Michael Carnes Chooses Genelec 8341A and 8331A Smart Active Monitors™ and 7370A Smart Active Subwoofer™ for His Reference System
— Currently developing the next generation of digital reverbs for artists working with immersive audio systems like Dolby Atmos®, Michael Carnes, founder of Exponential Audio, employs a Genelec 11.1 reference system for critical monitoring —
NATICK, MA, May 30, 2019 — Michael Carnes has a rich history in the professional audio industry. As a long-time software developer and musician, Carnes is responsible for the creation of such landmark products as Lexicon’s 960L, the PCM96 and Lexicon plug-ins. In recent years, Carnes founded Exponential Audio, a leading company in digital reverb, best known for its R4, PhoenixVerb Surround and Symphony. The company has become a mainstay for audio professionals in both music and audio post-production and was recently acquired by Cambridge, Massachusetts-based iZotope, a leading designer of software, plug-ins, hardware and mobile apps. Beyond hardware and software development, Carnes holds an advanced degree in classical composition, adding musicality and creativity to the plug-ins he develops.  
“I've been making music or doing recording for as long as I can remember,” stated Carnes. “These days I record a lot of classical music, but I've been involved in developing audio editing software and effects processing software, and in the creation and generation of reverbs that work in immersive audio like Dolby Atmos® and other forms like that. So I have been interested in the use of as many speakers as possible, height channels and all of those effects, which led me to Genelec.”

He continues, “As a recording engineer I record a lot of classical music and want precision in those recordings and also want to be able to use those tracks to do some conversion into mixes that use height channels and parameters that are appropriate for things like Atmos. The reason that I use Genelec is because, since the first time I ever used Genelecs probably 30 years ago, I was immediately struck by the precise imaging that Genelecs gave me then and they are still giving me today.”
As Carnes explores and continues to work in the immersive audio format, critical listening is more important than ever. “When you're working with immersive audio, the needs that you have for precise imaging only increase. Also, the need for trustworthy reproduction is important. In my world, you don't get to hang the mic for a second time. Of course, you have to use quality microphones, you have to know where they get placed when capturing the audio/performance, and then when you have to listen, you really need to hear what it was you heard in the first place. The whole signal chain has to be trustworthy. And, the bottom line is that your mix has to translate to the end user and your clients – and that’s where Genelec comes in.”
Currently Carnes uses a Genelec 11.1 configuration consisting of Genelec 8341A Smart Active Monitors™ in the L-C-R position. Genelec 8331A Smart Active Monitors for the sides, the rears, and for height channels, and a 7370A Smart Active Subwoofer™ for the low end.
Another feature Carnes is enamored with is the proprietary Genelec Loudspeaker Manager™ (GLM™) network and software, enabling him to build a highly flexible and reliable monitoring system. He adds, “GLM is great. One of the problems you have when you're working anywhere past stereo, in the simplest sense, is that you want one volume control – and this is true in surround, and it's an even bigger problem when you're dealing with immersive with height channels. You want to turn it up, turn it down. You want to make sure that your speakers are aligned, that they're properly EQ’ed. Let's just assume that your room is treated properly; even then, you've got issues. You've got different distances. You have all of those things. The option that I have to consider and that most people face is, what are you going to do for system control? GLM takes care of that – GLM sets up the room. You can then move into the mode where all you need to do is turn the system on, turn it up and down to whatever level you want. You're done. Of course you'll periodically want to recalibrate the room if you move stuff around or move stuff in and out, but it's really easy. That process isn't any different from setting up an audio video receiver, except the result is a whole lot better.”
For more information, visit www.genelec.com.  
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Photo caption 1: Michael Carnes, pictured in his workspace employing Genelec Smart Active Monitors™
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Photo caption 2: Michael Carnes, pictured in his workspace employing Genelec Smart Active Monitors™
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Photo caption 3: Michael Carnes, pictured in his workspace employing Genelec Smart Active Monitors™

Genelec, the pioneer in Active Monitoring technology, is celebrating over 40 years of designing and manufacturing active loudspeakers for true and accurate sound reproduction. Genelec is credited with promoting the concept of active transducer technology. Since its inception in 1978, Genelec has concentrated its efforts and resources into creating active monitors with unparalleled sonic integrity. The result is an active speaker system that has earned global acclaim for its accurate imaging, extremely high acoustic output from small enclosures, true high-fidelity with low distortion, and deep, rich bass. 

Genelec is also celebrating over 10 years of its Smart Active Monitoring™ technology, which allows studio monitors to be networked, configured and calibrated for the user’s specific acoustic environment. Each Smart Active Monitor or subwoofer is equipped with advanced internal DSP circuitry, which tightly integrates with the GLM (Genelec Loudspeaker Manager) software application, running on Mac or PC. GLM’s reference microphone kit allows the user’s acoustic environment to be analyzed, after which GLM’s AutoCal feature optimizes each Smart Active Monitor for level, distance delay, subwoofer crossover phase and room response equalization, with the option of further fine tuning by the user. By minimizing the room’s influence on the sound, Smart Active Monitors deliver an unrivalled reference, with excellent translation between rooms.

Other brand and product names may be trademarks of the respective companies with which they are associated.

—For more information on the complete range of Genelec Active Monitoring Systems, contact: Genelec Inc., 7 Tech Circle, Natick, MA 01760. Tel: (508) 652-0900; Fax: (508) 652-0909; 

Web: http://www.genelecusa.com/.
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