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Leading Video Game Developer BioWare Grows Its Arsenal of Genelec Active Monitors with New 5.1 and 7.1 Setups Across Their Studios
— Longtime Genelec users now have more than a dozen separate Genelec 5.1 or 7.1 setups in their editing suites, giving them an accurate, consistent listening environment for mixing the complex sound design on acclaimed video games like Dragon Age: Inquisition, Mass Effect: Andromeda and the upcoming Anthem —

The NAMM Show, Anaheim, CA, January 25, 2018 — Genelec (booth 18501), the leader in active monitoring technology for nearly 40 years, has long been the monitoring solution manufacturer of choice of renowned video game developer BioWare – a division of Electronic Arts. BioWare is known for its complex in-game universe building – including on such games as Dragon Age: Inquisition, the Mass Effect series (including the recent smash hit Mass Effect: Andromeda) and the upcoming, highly-anticipated Anthem – and needless to say, all of these games have intricate, complex audio beds with music, speech and tons of sound effects, all mixed in meticulous detail for surround-sound gaming setups. Recently the company has been upgrading and expanding its arsenal of Genelec monitors and subwoofers, and the company now has well over a dozen different surround-sound setups (5.1 and 7.1) comprising Genelec products – providing a highly accurate, consistent and dependable mixing solution that translates to any end user’s gaming environment. 
Going back to the company’s early years over 15 years ago, gaming audio was not as complex as it is now, but the company’s engineers turned to Genelec as their monitor of choice. BioWare Creative Audio Director Mike Kent recalls, “We tried out a lot of speakers, and we landed with Genelecs and we have never looked back. I believe our first Genelec 5.1 setup was 8020 monitors with the 7050 subwoofer. Since then, Genelecs have been our go-to. All our audio designers use Genelecs for referencing. I tend to think of Genelecs like a microscope for sound – you can hear problems in the audio with laser focus. And the mix that you settle on with the Genelecs translates to any other speakers. Our mix rooms are not all perfect listening environments, but Genelec’s digital calibration tools really help us dial in the ideal parameters for each room.”
Recently BioWare has built several more suites, employing 8341’s and 8331’s – both newer members of Genelec’s acclaimed “The Ones” line of Smart Active Monitors. In their most recent mix theater build, a Dolby Atmos setup includes seven 8341’s, four 8331’s in the ceiling position, and a 7370 subwoofer. Other suites include surround setups of 8320’s and the 7350 subwoofer – a configuration that Genelec bundles as the 8320.LSE Surround Smart Active Monitoring 5.1 system. 

Jeremie Voillot, BioWare Director of Audio, adds, “I think of our Genelec setups as highly forensic in nature, in terms of the level of detail and troubleshooting that they provide, but they’re also highly customizable and easy to calibrate for these different editing suites. I talk to sound designers from other developers in the industry and they will say, ‘sometimes the sound is great in our room but it doesn’t translate to all speakers and setups.’ That is not a problem for us. With Genelecs, we know that our mixes will translate anywhere and be a seamless part of the gaming experience.”
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Photo caption: Pictured L-R: BioWare Creative Audio Director Mike Kent and BioWare Director of Audio Jeremie Voillot, pictured in one of their edit suites featuring active monitoring solutions from Genelec.
Genelec, the pioneer in Active Monitoring technology, is celebrating nearly 40 years of designing and manufacturing active loudspeakers for true and accurate sound reproduction. Genelec is credited with promoting the concept of active transducer technology. Since its inception in 1978, Genelec has concentrated its efforts and resources into creating active monitors with unparalleled sonic integrity. The result is an active speaker system that has earned global acclaim for its accurate imaging, extremely high acoustic output from small enclosures, true high-fidelity with low distortion, and deep, rich bass. 

Genelec is also celebrating over 10 years of its Smart Active Monitoring™ technology, which allows studio monitors to be networked, configured and calibrated for the user’s specific acoustic environment. Each Smart Active Monitor or subwoofer is equipped with advanced internal DSP circuitry, which tightly integrates with the GLM (Genelec Loudspeaker Manager) software application, running on Mac or PC. GLM’s reference microphone kit allows the user’s acoustic environment to be analyzed, after which GLM’s AutoCal feature optimizes each Smart Active Monitor for level, distance delay, subwoofer crossover phase and room response equalization, with the option of further fine tuning by the user. By minimizing the room’s influence on the sound, Smart Active Monitors deliver an unrivalled reference, with excellent translation between rooms.
Other brand and product names may be trademarks of the respective companies with which they are associated.

—For more information on the complete range of Genelec Active Monitoring Systems, contact: Genelec Inc., 7 Tech Circle, Natick, MA 01760. Tel: (508) 652-0900; Fax: (508) 652-0909; 

Web: http://www.genelecusa.com/.

Genelec is exhibiting at booth 18501 at The NAMM Show in Anaheim, California.
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