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GUITAR CENTER/MANHATTAN FACT SHEET

— The new Guitar Center flagship superstore in Manhattan offers

space for lots of interesting facts as well as gear —

Location, Location, Location:

25 West 14th Street

New York City, NY 10011

Tel: 212-463-7500

The MTA’s 14th Street Union Square station is one of the city’s hubs, serving over 502,423 people through the station during an average week on the Lexington Avenue 4, 5, and 6 trains, and the L line. Local landmarks in the surrounding area include NYU, Union Square Park, Gramercy Park, and the West Village.

Grand Opening appearances: Run DMC’s DMC, Grandmaster Flash, The Howard Stern Show’s KC Armstrong, Grandmaster Flex from New York’s Hot 97 FM, an ongoing Elvis tribute, the Flirt Girls, drum circle hosted by Remo artist Paulo Mattioli.

• New York store size: 30,000 square feet on 2 levels

• Number of staff in New York: 70

• Total number of Guitar Center employees: 5,535
• Number of Guitar Center locations: 120 in over 30 states

• First store: 1964 in Hollywood, CA

• Founder: Wayne Mitchell

• Executive Officers and Key Personnel:

Larry Thomas, Chairman and Co-Chief Executive Officer

Marty Albertson, President and Co-Chief Executive Officer

Bruce Ross, Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer

David Angress, Executive Vice President and General Merchandise Manager

Maxx Galster, Executive Vice President of Stores
• Guitar Center Success Story: Sales rose 16% in 2002, topping $1 billion; profits were 

up 48%, to $25 million. Shares of Guitar Center stock more than doubled, to $34, 

as of September 2003

• Recent acquisitions: Musician’s Friend catalog and website retail outlets (1999); 

American Music (2001); 500,000-square-foot distribution center — the industry’s 

largest — in Indianapolis (2002)

• Guitar Center Guarantee: The best guarantee in the business — the “30/30 low price, 

no hassle return” guarantee

Extensive Grand Opening advertising: 

• Fifty-five media forms throughout the Union Square subway station (I-Beam, wallscapes, 

and stairwell soffits) 

• In-car subway advertising with 1,000 cards seen by more than 3.6 million riders each day 

• One hundred king-size posters on the side of MTA buses traveling through Manhattan 

during the month of November, delivering 12 feet of eye-catching full-color ads to vehicular and pedestrian traffic daily

Next planned store opening: December 18, 2003 in Nashville, TN.

…ends 351 words

Guitar Center is the nation’s leading retailer of guitars, amplifiers, percussion instruments, keyboards, and pro audio and recording equipment. We presently operate 120 Guitar Center stores, with 106 stores in 44 major markets and 14 stores in secondary markets across the U.S. In addition, the American Music division operates 19 stores specializing in band instruments for sale and rental, serving thousands of teachers, band directors, college professors, and students. Guitar Center is also the largest direct response retailer of musical instruments in the U.S. through our wholly owned subsidiary, Musician’s Friend, Inc., and its catalog and web site, www.musiciansfriend.com. More information on Guitar Center can be found by visiting the Company’s web site at www.guitarcenter.com.

The Guitar Center logo is a registered trademark of Guitar Center, Inc. All other product names are registered trademarks or trademarks of their respective holders.

For further information on Guitar Center, contact Ana Garcia at (818) 735-8800 ext. 2224, via cell phone at (818) 519-1910, or gcpromogirl@yahoo.com.
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