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Coming Up Tomorrow: Guitar Center Implements Its “Round Up Your Change” Charity Program Matching on “GivingTuesday” to Help Support Music Programs in Need 

[bookmark: _GoBack]From Nov. 21 through Dec. 26, 2021, Guitar Center customers are being given the option of donating to The Guitar Center Music Foundation by rounding up their purchase to the nearest dollar, giving customers an easy way to support music education

New this year, Guitar Center will match all round-up donations, both in-store or online, on “GivingTuesday,” Nov. 30, up to $500,000

Westlake Village, CA (November 29, 2021) – Guitar Center, the world’s largest music instrument retailer, is once again undertaking its “Round Up Your Change” fundraising initiative via retail store and online operations from November 21 through December 26, 2021. During this fundraising drive, customers will be given the option of donating to The Guitar Center Music Foundation (GCMF), a non-profit organization focused on granting musical instruments and equipment to music education and music therapy programs, by rounding up their purchase to the nearest dollar, giving customers an easy way to support music education this holiday season. 

New this year, on “GivingTuesday,” November 30, Guitar Center will make customers’ donations go even further, as they proudly announce the matching of every round-up donation made that day, up to $500,000. 

Wayne Colwell, Guitar Center EVP, Store Operations, stated, “As part of our ongoing support of music programs around the country, we launched our ‘Round Up Your Change’ program with The Guitar Center Music Foundation in 2020 to tremendous success. We look forward to continuing this initiative during the 2021 Holiday season as people are still finding it in their hearts to reach into their pockets to support music education and music therapy. Guitar Center customers are loyal and generous, and they place a high value on music education, so we anticipate a highly successful Holiday ‘Round Up’ campaign.”

In 2020, with the generosity of partners and donors, GCMF received nearly $350,000 in funding that resulted in 3,500+ instruments getting into the hands of aspiring players, along with supporting musicians and programs impacted by the pandemic. In 2021, GCMF is on target to surpass that amount thanks in part to Guitar Center’s “Round Up Your Change” program. 

Myka Miller, Executive Director of The Guitar Center Music Foundation, remarks, “Guitar Center’s previous ‘Round Up Your Change’ initiatives have been a huge success, generating thousands of dollars for the Foundation that we have been able to quickly turn around into instruments provided to programs in need. The pandemic continues to be a driver of economic hardship, and many music programs have been hit particularly hard. We look forward to further successes with the 2021 Holiday ‘Round Up Your Change’ program to serve our communities.”

Music programs in need that would like to be considered for a grant from the Guitar Center Music Foundation should visit http://guitarcenterfoundation.org/grants/grants-info/ for more information. 

To learn more, visit www.GuitarCenterFoundation.org and follow @GuitarCenterFoundation for more news or discover ways to support the Guitar Center Music Foundation.
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Photo caption: Guitar Center is once again undertaking its “Round Up Your Change” fundraising initiative via retail store and online operations from November 21 through December 26, 2021

About Guitar Center: 
Guitar Center is a leading retailer of musical instruments, lessons, repairs and rentals in the U.S. With nearly 300 stores across the U.S. and one of the top direct sales websites in the industry, Guitar Center has helped people make music for more than 50 years. Guitar Center also provides customers with various musician-based services, including Guitar Center Lessons, where musicians of all ages and skill levels can learn to play a variety of instruments in many music genres; GC Repairs, an on-site maintenance and repairs service; and GC Rentals, a program offering easy rentals of instruments and other sound reinforcement gear. Additionally, Guitar Center’s sister brands include Music & Arts, which operates more than 200 stores specializing in band & orchestral instruments for sale and rental, serving teachers, band directors, college professors and students, and Musician’s Friend, a leading direct marketer of musical instruments in the United States. For more information about Guitar Center, please visit www.guitarcenter.com. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:
Clyne Media | 615.662.1616 | pr@clynemedia.com    
Guitar Center | 818.735.8800 | media@guitarcenter.com 
Edelman GuitarCenter@edelman.com 

[bookmark: _30j0zll][bookmark: kix.4eurxy1mnkq9]
image1.png
@ﬁ\r
Cenler

Find your sound




